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A SERVICE BUREAU FOR C..ASSICAL 
TEACHERS 


I. Why Establish Such a Bureau? 


No thoughtful person will question the statement 
that the welfare of the classics in the schools of the 
country is largely if not entirely dependent upon the 
results in the class-room. Nor will he expect that 
any study will remain as a part of the high school 
curriculum which cannot justify itself in terms of such 
results when properly interpreted. The fair-minded 
teacher of Latin and Greek, moreover, is altogether 
willing to have his subject approved or condemned on 
the same grounds as those by which other studies should 
be tested, namely, usefulness in the widest sense of 
this term for the American boy and girl in the secondary 
schools of the country. 


In considering the case for Latin before this bar of 
judgment, such reflections as the following will occur 
to the mind of the experienced teacher: Latin and 
Greek are difficult subjects which require both time 
and effort for their mastery; nor can they be robbed 
of their inherent difficulty without at the same time 
losing much if not all of their real worth. The teacher, 
then, cannot hope to make these subjects rich in 
educational value unless he can succeed in interesting 
the pupil to such an extent that he will be willing to 
exert maximum efiort on the accomplishment of the 
work. Moreover, the basis for such an interest is 
almost entirely a question of the pupil’s ability to 
make consciot ; progress in the mastery of his lessons. 
To make such progress possible taxes the resources of 
even the most skilful instructor in the public schools 
of to-day. Success in any adequate degree means that 
time and effort must be economized as never before. 
Leisurely habits of work along lines of least resistance 
and the ‘‘take the next lesson”’ plan of procedure are 
no longer possible if one is to keep alive in the minds 
of boys and girls the only kind of “‘interest’’ that is 
really worth while. The teacher with common sense 
knows, on the other hand, that he must think out 
first of all what he is trying to attain in the way of 
the objectives of the study of Latin and Greek; second, 
that he must select and organize the content of the 
course with a view to making it contribute to the ends 
which he has in view; and, third, that he must make his 
class-room teaching bear as directly as possible upon 
these ends. 


Anyone who has been looking with unprejudiced 
eves at the subject of the teaching of Latin knows that 
many teachers have justified the continuance of Latin 
in the curriculum by such an intelligent procedure as 
this, and that a great many others have made distinct 
progress toward it. But he would be a very foolish 
supporter of the classics who would claim that there 
is not still a very considerable amount of constructive 
work to be done before Latin can put its house in the 
best possible order. Because this task can be accom- 
plished most economically and most effectively through 
coéperative effort on the part of all classical teachers 
and other persons who are interested in the welfare of 


the cause, it has seemed desirable to provide some 
central clearing-house for the exchange of ideas on the 
subject of Latin and Greek in the secondary schools. 
The machinery of the Service Bureau for Classical 
Teachers is designed to afford such a professional center. 


II. Proposed Activities 
1. In general: 


a) Collecting and arranging in a form suitable 
for purposes of inspection and study such 
material. as may prove of value to classical 
teachers and other persons interested in the 
study of the classics in the secondary schools. 


b) Distributing as widely as may prove feasible 
certain parts of the material listed above. 


c) Conducting a Correspondence Department for 
an exchange of ideas in general with teachers, 
principals, superintendents, and other persons 
who are interested in the work of the Bureau. 


to 


In detail: 


The Service Bureau will as far as possible 


a) Answer questions on specific points, con- 
nected with secondary Latin and Greek, or 
find some one who can do it. Such persons 
constitute one of the informal codperative 
committees organized by the Bureau as oc- 
casion arises. 


b) Give information as to sources of useful 
material which is not in the Service Bureau 
files but is available elsewhere. 


c) Lend certain material of which the Bureau 
has more than one copy upon payment of 
postage. 


d) Sell at cost certain mimeographed material, or 
printed matter in the form of bulletins in case 
it seems probable that the sale will be large 
enough to cover the expense of publishing. 
There are no funds for this part of the work 
except such as may come from teachers in the 
way indicated. The Service Bureau contains 
a very considerable amount of interesting and 
useful material. This will be very largely 
increased within the next few months when 
teachers have had an opportunity to make 
contributions. The question then arises, 
‘“‘How can this material be made accessible to 
those who want to secure it?” The Director 
of the Service Bureau suggests that the best 
material be collected from various parts of the 
country in the form of bulletins (about 24 
pages, 6 by 9 inches) with the following titles: 


(1) Matters of common sense about teaching 
—some suggestions for the inexperienced 
instructor 


(2) The teaching of Latin 
(3) The teaching of Caesar 
(4) The teaching of Cicero 


(5) The teaching of Vergil 


(6) The teaching of vocabulary and word- 
study 


(7) The teaching of syntax and prose com- 
position 


(S) Teaching a class to translate 


(9) The background of the high school Latin 
course—significant points about Rome and 
the Romans (Roman life, history, charac- 
teristic ideas, and the legacy of Rome to 
Western civilization) 


(10) Equipment—lists of books, pictures, slides, 
etc. 


The price of such bulletins could not be less than 
25 cents. It will be necessary to know in advance 
how many teachers (approximately) will wish to order 
the set or single copies. In case it seems probable that 
enough copies will be sold to warrant the expense of 
publication, the work of preparing them can be started 
soon after Christmas. In order to get concrete data 
on this point, the reader is asked to fill out and return 
the blank at the end of this issue of LATIN NOTES. 


III. Essentials for the Success of the Undertaking 


1. Codperation of teachers in keeping the files of 
the Bureau filled with the best material that the 
country can afford (an outline containing a list of 
specific ways in which teachers can assist is sent 
out by the Service Bureau). 


2. Cooperation with persons (who may or may not be 
teaching Latin or Greek) in certain kinds of con- 
structive work which is important for the success 
of Latin in the schools. 


3. Assistance of individuals or of co6perating centers 
in distributing announcements and interesting the 
teachers of the state in the work of the Service 
Bureau. 


EXPRESSIONS OF COMMON OCCURRENCE 
WHOSE MEANINGS ARE DEPENDENT 
UPON A KNOWLEDGED OF CLASSI- 
CAL MYTHOLOGY 


Suggestions—In case you feel that your pupils 
should be acquainted with the stories back of these 
expressions which appear not only in formal literature 
but in newspapers and periodicals as well, send for a 
list of page references to well-known mythology text- 
books and ask your abler pupils, at any rate, to look 
them up. These stories can then be written out in the 
form of brief summaries and posted on your bulletin 
board or in the hall, where they may be accessible to 
pupils in the English classes. If you add a picture to 
the account, your plan of calling attention to these 
important expressions will be more effective. 


1. An Achilles heel—a vulnerable spot 

2. An Achilles-Agamemnon episode—a quarrel between two 
persons whereby progress in an important enterprise is 
delayed 

2. An Achiiles—an eminent hero 

4. He cannot bend Ulysses’ bow—he is not equal to the task 

5. An Odyssev—a tale of wild adventure 

6. A case of the Greeks bearing gifts—a fatal gift which is 
presented under friendly guise 

7. A Sinon—a skilful liar 

8. An Ulysses—one who is clever in devising schemes 

9. A Cassandra utterance—words which foretell evil and are 
not heeded 

10. To fight (or work) like a Trojan—to fight with amazing 
boldness (or work with unusual energy) 

11. To hector a person—to annoy 

12. When Greek meets Greek—two well-matched contest- 
ants 

13. A Helen—a woman of surpassing beauty and charm 

. A Ganymede—a handsome youth 

15. A Hebe—a maiden as beautiful as the cup bearer for the 

gods 


To cut up didoes —to play tricks 

An apple of discord —a cause for dispute 

A Penelope—a wife who remains faithful to her husband 
in spite of his long absence; also one who displays the 
traditional virtues of the housewife 

A filus Achates —a faithful friend 

A Herculean task —one that only Hercules could pre- 
sumably accomplish 

An Augean task—an enormous and seemingly impos- 
sible undertaking 

A Lerna of ills—a great many troubles 

Hydra-headed evils (or difficulties) evils that continue 
to grow while one is in the act of repressing them 

Ex pede Herculem —from a detail one can infer the size 
of the whole 

One cannot snatch the club from Hercules —it is impossible 
to steal the power and ability of a great man 

The shirt of Nessus —a harmful gift 

Between Seylla and Charybdis—a choice between two 
difficulties 

A lotos-eater —one who passes his life in idleness and dreamy 
ease 
A.Siren—a beautiful woman who lures one to destruc- 
tion 

A Circe —a beautiful woman whose charms are too strong 
to be resisted 

To look to one’s laurels —to take care lest one’s position 

of eminence be lost 

Winning laurels—acquiring fame through some worthy 

achievement 
To work the oracle—to influence some powerful agency 
in one’s favor 

Delphic words —words which are mysterious and hard 

to interpret 

Apollo serving Admetus—a highly gifted person forced 
by necessity to undertake menial work 

A pxan—a song of thanksgiving for deliverance from dan- 

ger 

An Apollo—an exceedingly handsome man 

An Adonis—an exceedingly handsome man 

He is Midas-eared —he is a man without judgment 

The Midas-touch—the power of making money 

A Pactolian flood —a flood of gold 

A task of Sisyphus —one that is never completed 

The punishment of Tantalus—seeing one’s desires near 

fulfillment and yet never really attaining them 

A Procrustean system—a system which insists that every- 

one shall conform to the same scheme 

Sowing dragon's teeth—proceeding in such a way that 

troubles are sure to follow from the act 

A Pandora’s box —surprises, usually unpleasant, although 

not always so 

Mounting Pegasus—attempting to compose poetry or 

deliver an eloquent oration 

To drink from the fountain of Hippocrene—to draw in- 

spiration for some literary work (as one might drink from 

the Muses’ fountain on Mt. Helicon) 

Haleyon days —calm and peaceful, untroubled by any 

care 

The waters of Lethe—an experience that brings forget- 

fulness of care 

Bellerophontic letters —letters which carry instructions 

fatal to the bearer, although the fact is unknown to him 
An Amazon—a woman of great physical strength 

Janus-faced facts—facts which can be interpreted in two 

ways 

A Terpsichorean feat —unusual skill in dancing 

Under the wgis of —having the authority of some powerful 
person or institution back of an action or individual 

A Harpy—an exceedingly greedy person who stops at 
nothing in order to gain wealth 

A Chimerical scheme—a plan that is purely fanciful and 
outside the range of probability 

A Protean artist —one who can assume various réles suc- 
cessfully 

Extending the olive branch —an offer of peace 

A Bacchanalian revel—a wild orgy 

Wielding the trident—holding the supremacy of the sea 
A Triton among minnows—one who far outshines his 
competitors 

A Cadmean victory —a victory which is as disastrous 

as a defeat 

A Cerberus—a forbidding person whom one cannot easily 
pass 

A sop to Cerberus—a gift to quiet some one who may 
be about to cause trouble 

An Icarian adventure—a daring adventure which ends 
fatally 

The thread of Ariadne —a clue that unravels a mystery 
or leads one out of difficulties 

Argonauts—men who set forth on some adventure in- 
volving great risks, usually with the idea of ultimate gain 
in mind 

Arcades ambo—both are simple persons, country born 
and bred 

An Avernus —hell 

An Elysium—heaven 

Promethean fire—a gift of value to the world, won through 
great personal suffering 

An Argus-eyed person—one who can see a great deal 
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74. A Narcissus—one who is very fond of gazing at himself 

A Titanic effort —an effort recalling the strength of the 
Titans 

76.) Olympian anger—such wrath as the king of the gods might 
show 

77. On the knees of the gods—the outcome rests with powers 
stronger than those possessed by men 

78. To feed on ambrosia and nectar—to have delicious food 

and drink 

Endymion sleep —perpetual sleep in place of death 

SO. A feast of Alcinous—a splendid repast 


FRANCES E. SABIN 


ILLUSTRATIVE MATERIAL 


1. A series of 75 pictures dealing with Roman life, bv E. 
FORTI (size 9! by 14%), may be secured by schools for about 
+O cents each by writing to Alinari, Corso Umberto 137 A, Rome, 
Italv. The Service Bureau has a list of these with stars to in- 
dicate those which are especially worth while. Item 19. 

2. It is becoming increasingly difficult to buy photographs 
of reconstructions of ancient Rome even in Italy. The Service 
Zureau has a short list (with copies of the pictures) of those 
which could be bought last April from Alinari and other leading 
art dealers in Rome. Another list includes pictures dealing with 
classical mythology, views of Rome, and scenes from Roman 
life and history (all carefully selected with a view to their use in 
high schools). In each case the catalogue number, the size, 
and the price is indicated. The Service Bureau cannot order 
these pictures for teachers, but information concerning them is 
available. 


3. At the sugyestion of the Service Bureau, the George E. 
Stechert Co., 31 East 10th Street, New York, wrote to a leading 
firm in Leipzig to ascertain just what could be obtained in the 
way of charts, models, etc., dealing with Greek and Roman 
antiquities. A long list (with prices) has just been received. 
This list may be obtained from Stechert. 


STUDIES IN ORGANIZATION OF CONTENT 


Latin teachers are frequently criticized on the 
ground that their teaching of the content of the Latin 
course bears only incidentally upon the attainment of 
the specific ends commonly claimed for the study, 
and that, in consequence, pupils do not succeed in 
any adequate degree in realizing the values which are 
set forth as justifying the continuance of Latin in the 
schools. Without attempting to discuss the justice of 
this criticism, LATIN NOTES proposes to publish, 
from time to time, suggestive material for constructive 
work in meeting this situation, supposing that it 
exists. 


Any effective effort in this connection would séem 
to imply three initial steps: 


1. A definition of what pupils may reasonably be 
expected to know about certain objectives of the 
study of Latin at the end of their course. 


2. A survey of what the texts of classical authors 
commonly read in high school and available 
supplementary material have to offer in the way 
of content for the teaching of such essential 
points as those included in the above definition. 


3. Such an organization of available content about 
the objectives as centers as shall be of practical 
value to the teacher in the way of an economy 
of time and effort in attaining some of the ends 
of the study of Latin. 


The following suggestions may perhaps be indicative 
of the type of material which may be worked out with 
profit under the last two headings as given above. 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF STEP 2 


It is assumed that one of the objectives of the study of Latin, al- 
though possibly a subsidiary one, is an insight into the life and 
thought of the Romans, and that religion is one of the details in this 
connection. 


What the orations of Cicero commonly read in high 
school have to offer in the way of material bearing 
upon Roman Religion and Classical Mythology 


(Catilinarian Orations I-IV; Manilian Law; Archias.) 


I. Points of general interest in connection with 
religion: 
1. Sanctity of temples, shrines, altars, the Vestals, 
the Lares and Penates. 
2. Details of worship at the home altar and at 
public shrines; frequent mention of thanks- 
giving ceremonials; a religious scruple noted. 


Il. The attitude of gods toward men (the Romans in 
particular) and the obligations which men owe in 
return for favors shown: 


1. The gods: 


a) Give good luck to certain men. 

b) Do not like boasting about good fortune. 

c) Protect the right. 

d) Love the Romans and guide their destiny; 
they have been Cicero’s leaders in all that 
he has done for the State. 

e) Show their interest by obvious signs such 
as lightning, tremors of the earth, etc. 

f) Speak to men through soothsayers, the 
Sibylline Books, etc. 

g) Have devised death as a rest for men or 
as a necessity of nature. - 

h) Will reward men as they deserve. 

1) Give poets to men as a divine gift. 


2. Men ought to: 


a) Pray to the gods. 
b) Placate and honor the gods in all possible 
ways as a return for favors shown. 


3. Miscellaneous: 


a) Mention of the story of Medea. 

b) Cicero expresses a doubt as to personal 
immortality but hopes that it may be 
true; the influence of one’s deeds lives 
after his death, at any rate, and this fact 
should spur men to worthy achievement. 

c) The punishments which are spoken of in 
connection with the next world may have 
been invented as a means of frightening 
the wicked; the stories are not necessarily 
true. 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF STEP 3 


It is assumed that one of the objectives of the study of Latin, al- 
though possibly a subsidiary one, ts facility in learning the vocab- 
ulary of French. 


French derivatives to accompany the vocabulary of a 
Beginning Latin Book and to be printed in the text 


(Compiled by ELEANOR HUMPHREYs, 
Lakewood High School, Cleveland, Ohio.) 


Latin Word French Derivative and English Meaning 


agricole, adj., agricultural; agriculteur, 
m., agriculturist. 

femme, f., woman, wife. 

narrer, fo narrate; narration, f., narra- 
tion. 

parer, to decorate, to ward off, to parry; 
preparer, fo prepare. 

pugnacité, f., pugnacity; pugnace, adj.; 
pugnacious. 

vocal, adj.; vocal; vocabulaire, m., 


vocabulary; vocatif, m., case which 
serves to call, vocative. 


= 
—— 
| 
| 
| 


bo 


6. 


iw) 


INTERESTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES 


The Conquered, by Naomi Mitcuison; Harcourt, 
Brace, and. Co., New York; price $2.00; a novel 
based upon Ceesar’s campaigns in Gaul, notably the 
one against the Veneti. 

Roman Home Life and Religious Education, by 
Rocers and Harttey; Oxford University Press, 
New York, price $2.00; Latin and English selec- 
tions. 


Children of the Way, by ANNE C. E. ALLINSON; 
Harcourt, Brace, and Co., New York; price, $1.75; 
a series of short stories about the early Christians 
in Rome. The scenes from Roman life make the 
book valuable to teachers of Latin. 


Readings from the Literature of Ancient Rome, by 
Dora Pym; Harcourt, Brace, and Co., New York; 
price, $2.00; English translations. 


Ancient Rome in the English Novel, a Study in 
English Historical Fiction, by RANDOLPH FarIes. 
(A thesis published by the University of Penn- 
sylvania, 1923.) 


Wonders of the Past, a series of twenty-four publica- 
tions in magazine form (those already published 
now appear in one volume, price $5.00; G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons, New York), dealing with ancient cities 
and famous monuments of past civilizations. The 
articles are written by competent persons and are 
beautifuly illustrated. 


CRUCIAL QUESTIONS FOR SOME OF US 


Is anvone paying any serious attention to the 
recitations except the person who has been called 
upon to recite? Or, putting it in another way, 
have I found out how to keep every pupil interested 
by seeing to it that he has some definite part to 
play in what is going on? 

Am I inclined to spend the class time in examining 
pupils on what they have studied to the neglect of 
some real teaching? 


Does the superior pupil leave my class with a 
somewhat bored look because he feels that he could 
have done much more, and does the slow pupil 
seem unhappy because he has not really understood 
what it is all about? 


Can I distinguish between pleasurable excitement 
in the classroom and the interest that springs from 
solid achievement 

When a pupil says, “I just hate Latin,”’ do I stop 
to think whether the way in which I am managing 
the work has anything to do with his attitude? 


MIMEOGRAPHED OUTLINES READY FOR 
DISTRIBUTION 


(These will be lent upon payment of postage, 
or may be purchased for 5 cents each.) 


A summary of points to be remembered in regard 
to the government of Rome in the time of Cicero 
A convenient way of arranging the Latin vocabu- 
laries in a first-year book with a view to connecting 
them with English derivatives 

Valuable publications for the construction of a 
one-year English-Latin course 

Characteristic Roman ideas with page references 
to two books easily understood by young pupils 
Ten useful books for teachers of secondary Latin 
Suggestions for a classical program 

A private initiative library for the Latin teacher's 
room 

A convenient list of Greek prefixes. (Taken from 
Carr and Scott’s Development of Language, pp. 
174-176.) 


9. A convenient list of Latin prefixes. (Taken in 
abridged form from Carr and Scott's Develop- 
ment of Language, pp. 164-167.) 


10. Page references to well-known stories of classical 
mythology in GayLEy’s Classical Myths in English 
Literature, GUERBER’s Myths of Greece and 
Rome, and TatLock’s Greek and Roman Myths 


11. A list of mythology illustrations (lantern-slide 
size); published by Mr. George Swain, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan 


12. A selected list of pictures dealing with classical 
mythology, which can be obtained from Alinari, 
Rome, Italy; (catalogue numbers and prices given) 


13. Bibliography of useful material for Latin club 
work 


14. Easy Latin reading for first, second, and third 
semesters 


15. Outline for a Vergil illustration book 


16. What the high school pupil should know about 
the Romans 


17. Some reasons for my low mark in Latin—points 
for pupils to consider 


1S. The real basis for interest in Latin 


ITEMS OF PROFESSIONAL NEWS 


“In our enrollment in Latin work in the University 
of Michigan there is an increase of 74 per cent this 
vear over last year. We do not know whether this is 
the beginning of a reaction in favor of Classics or 
whether it is merely a matter of accident.’’—Letter from 
PROFESSOR FRANCES KELSEY, University of Michigan. 


The Ohio Conference has started out upon a plan 
for professional work in the state which promises well 
for the interests of the classics. This is only one of the 
many hopeful signs that better days are dawning for 
teachers of Latin and Greek. 


Several ‘Latin Laboratories’ are being started in 
various parts of the country. The name indicates a 
collection of teaching material and some plans for co- 
Operation with teachers in the state. The Service 
Bureau for Classical Teachers can be useful in supplving 
certain material as an initial equipment, and in giving 
information as to sources of help in other places. 


WANTED 


Old copies of the Classical Journal and the Classical 
Weekly will be welcomed by the Service Bureau. Per- 
sons who feel like contributing such material can be 
still more helpful if they will cut out articles which are 
of prime importance for the Latin teacher and forward 
them. The date of the issue should be indicated in the 
case of each clipping. These will be used for Latin 
package libraries or in other useful ways. 


HOW I FEEL ABOUT THE PUBLICATION 
OF THE BULLETINS AS SUGGESTED 
ON PAGE 2 


I am interested in the publication { | 
I shall probably order all of them L.9 


1. 
2. 
3. I shall probably order some of them Pa 
4 


I am most interested in numbers.......... 
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